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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AMD ARBITRATION . 



"SPES EST VATES." 

JOHN G. SAXE. 

There is a saying of the ancient ages, 

No noble human thought 
However buried in the dust of ages, 

Can ever come to naught. 

With kindred faith that knows no base dejection, 

Beyond the sage's scope, 
I see afar, the final resurrection 

Of every glorious hope. 

I see, as parcel of a new creation, 

The beatific hour, 
When every bud of lofty aspiration, 

Shall blossom into flower. 

We are not mocked. It was not in derision 

God made our spirits free ; 
The poet's dreams are but the dim prevision 

Of blessings that shall be, 

When they who lovingly have hoped and trusted, 

Despite some transient fears, 
Shall see life's jarring elements adjusted, 

And rounded into spheres. 



REMARKABLE PEACE BANQUET. 

In the eveniDg of July 23, the members of Continental 
Parliaments were entertained at dinner at the Hotel 
M6tropole, London, by British members of Parliament. 
Sir Lyon Playfair, M. P., presided, and amongst those 
present were the Marquis of Bristol, Mr. Shaw Lefevre, 
M. P., E. Watkin, M. P., Mr. Burt, M. P., Mr. F. S. 
Stevenson, M. P, Mr. Schwann, M. P., Mr. O. V. 
Morgan, M. P., Hon. David Dudley Field and Rev. 
Rowland B. Howard, U. S. A. and most of the English 
and foreign gentlemen who had attended the Conference. 

SIR LTON PLATFAIR. 

The Chairman in proposing the toast of the Queen, said 
it would be a great feature in her reign if she were to 
take part in the movement for international arbitration, 
so that, in the words of Shakespeare, she might "still in 
her right hand carry gentle peace." The Chairman then 
proposed "The Sovereigns and Chief Magistrates of 
countries represented at the Conference," and "Our 
Guests, the Members of Continental Parliaments." He 
remarked in proposing the latter toast, that this and the 
Conference which had preceded it had the same object, 
but that this Conference was the more practical. We 
had reached a stage when offensive war was repugnant to 
the conscience of the civilized world ; the objects of war 
were now far more limited, and disputes would be easily 
remedied if there were time for reflection and arbitration. 
Whatever might be the amount paid for arbitration, it 
could not be too high. (Hear, hear.) Pascal in his time 
had satirized war by saying : 

"If you dwelt on this side of the water and I killed 
you, I should be an assassin ; but because you dwell on 
the other side of the water, if I kill you I shall be a 
hero." He (the Chairman) invited the Germans, who 
had a peace-loving Emperor, to take up the subject of 
international arbitration, which, aided by their zeal and 
thoroughness, would thus be advanced enormously. He 
wished the Emperor would put himself at the head of this 
movement, as he had taken up other movements, and it 
would soon become a fact. 



He said that as regards war, history might be divided 
into three stages : First, when man and beast are in a 
savage state and wage war constantly with one another ; 
second, when nations wage war only for conquest ; and 
third, the stage of to-day, when an offensive war is odious, 
but defensive war is justifiable. We have reached that 
point in civilization where individuals must settle their 
disputes, not by personal encounter, as was once the 
case, but according to law. Why should not nations 
reach the same point and bring their grievances before a 
properly constituted tribunal? In this great movement 
the United States had taken the initiative. Why should 
not England hold out her hand to President Harrison 
in the cause of arbitration? Could any one imagine 
England and the United States going to war ? What are 
their actual disputes about? Cod and haddock and seal, 
to be sure. (Laughter.) No ; war meant to Europe the 
absorption of four and a half millions of men, in the 
prime of life, with ten millions more on the reserve list. 
War was the most potent cause of Socialism. A thou- 
sand times "no !" The star of war was on the wane, while 
that of peace was soaring toward the zenith. 

DR. THEODORE BARTH, GERMANY. 

Dr. Barth, of the German Reichstag, made some inter- 
esting remarks. He compared war to a duel. English 
gentlemen, whose sense of honor formerly compelled 
them to challenge another* to mortal combat, no longer 
regarded the duel as necessary ; on the contrary, why 
should we not, as we become more truly enlightened, look 
upon war, which is only the duel on a larger scale, as 
being equally needless and pernicious ? 

After some remarks by Chevalier Bolesta Kozlowski, 
of the Austrian Parliament, Senator Villari of Rome said : 
"Drink to the day when all the millions which are now 
squandered in preparing men to kill one another shall be 
spent in teaching them to help one another, and in giving 
bread to millions who are starving." 

Gladstone's postmaster-general. 

Right Hon. Shaw Lefevre stated that he had been re- 
quested to supply the place of Mr. Chauncey M. Depew, 
who, to the regret of all, was absent on account of illness. 
He referred with satisfaction to the fact that he had been 
the first to move, in 1861, that the difficulties connected 
with the Alabama claims should be arranged by arbitra- 
tion, and he declared that after that great precedent it 
would be forever impossible that disputes between the 
United States and Great Britain should be settled in any 
other way. 

The cable laid by the brother of our distinguished guest, 
was by Mr. Cyrus W. Field's request to telegraph the 
entire debate to the United States. Such was the 
weight of his own speech, however, that it broke down 
when but a portion had been cabled ! He remembered 
that it was a 3 ear of great prosperity and increased con- 
sumption of spirituous liquors in Great Britain. Oppo- 
nents of the arbitration said the people drank themselves 
drunk from chagrin at the award paid ! But no English- 
man or American of to-day but rejoices in that great 
settlement and especially in that most influential pre- 
cedent. 

THE PRESIDENT OP THE PEACE CONGRESS. 

He then introduced Hon. David Dudley Field who 
spoke as follows : 

Mr. Field referred to the opening remarks of Sir Lyon 



